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Cork, capital of the Rebel County, has enjoyed a long and illustrious history, and is unique among

Ireland's cities in that it has experienced every phase of Irish urban development. It is a city of hills

and bridges, churches and steeples, nestled around the two branches of the River Lee. Part One

explores the history of Cork including its origins as an early Christian monastic centre; the creation

of a Viking port and an Anglo-Norman walled town; its transformation through Georgian and

Victorian times to the twentieth century and beyond. Part Two visits Cork's most interesting

buildings and landmarks, including Shandon Church, Elizabeth Fort, St FinBarre's Cathedral, Red

Abbey, SS Peter and Paul's Church, the Mardyke and Fitzgerald Park, Holy Trinity Church, and St

Patrick's Hill. The first book of its kind on Cork, Discover Cork is a beautifully presented and detailed

exploration of the history and geography of the city.
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Kieran McCarthy is a local historian. He writes the popular weekly Inside Cork column and is the

author of Pathways through Time, Historical Walking Trails of Cork and Cork: A Pictorial Journey.

He currently works as a freelance historical consultant while pursuing an MPhil in the Department of

Geography at UCC.
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